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water
QUALITY 
report

Why are we sending this report?
The purpose of this report is to inform you about 
the source and quality of your drinking water.  It is 
required as part of the annual Consumer Confidence 
Report (CCR) on water quality and illustrates that we 
are providing you with a safe and dependable water 
supply.

How do you know our water is safe?
Your source water comes from the Detroit River, 
situated within the Lake St. Clair, Clinton River, 
Detroit River, Rouge River, Ecorse River, in the U.S. 
and parts of the Thames River, Little River, Turkey 
Creek and Sydenham watersheds in Canada.  The 
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality in 
partnership with the U.S. Geological Survey, the 
Detroit Water and Sewerage Department (DWSD), 
and the Michigan Public Health Institute performed 
a source water assessment in 2004 to determine 
the susceptibility of potential contamination.  The 
susceptibility rating is on a seven-tiered scale 
from ”very low” to “very high” based primarily 
on geologic sensitivity, water chemistry, and 
contaminant sources. The susceptibility of our 
Detroit River source water intakes were determined 
to be highly susceptible to potential contamination. 
However, all four Detroit water treatment plants 
that use source water from Detroit River have 
historically provided satisfactory treatment of this 
source water to meet drinking water standards.

DWSD has initiated source-water protection 
activities that include chemical containment, spill 
response, and a mercury reduction program. DWSD 
participates in a National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System permit discharge program and 
has an emergency response management plan.  If 
you would like to know more information about 
this report or a complete copy of this report please 
contact DWSD at (313) 964 - 9477.

The Safe Drinking Water Act - What’s in it for you?
Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably 
be expected to contain at least small amounts of some 
contaminants.  The presence of contaminants does not 
necessarily indicate that water poses a health risk.  More 
information about contaminants and potential health effects can 
be obtained by calling the Environmental Protection Agency’s 
Safe Drinking Water Hotline at (800-426-4791).

The sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled water) 
include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs, springs, and 
wells.  As water travels over the surface of the land or through 
the ground, it dissolves naturally-occurring minerals and, in 
some cases, radioactive material, and can pick up substances 
resulting from the presence of animals or from human activity.  

Contaminants that may be present in source water include:
• Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, 

which may come from sewage treatment plants, septic 
systems, agricultural livestock operations, and wildlife.

• Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals, 
which can be naturally-occurring or result from urban 
storm water runoff, industrial or domestic wastewater 
discharges, oil and gas production, mining, or farming.

• Pesticides and herbicides, which may come from a variety 
of sources such as agriculture, urban storm water runoff, 
and residential uses.

• Organic chemical contaminants, including synthetic and 
volatile organics, which are by-products of industrial 
processes and petroleum production, and can also come 
from gas stations, urban storm water runoff and septic 
systems.

• Radioactive contaminants, which can be naturally 
occurring or be the result of oil and gas production and 
mining activities.

In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, EPA prescribes 
regulations, which limit the amount of certain contaminants 
in water provided by public water systems.  The Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA) regulations establish limits for 
contaminants in bottled water, which must provide the same 
protection for public health.
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Important information about lead in drinking water
If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious health problems, especially for pregnant women and young children. 
Lead in drinking water is primarily from materials and components associated with service lines and home plumbing. 
Detroit Water and Sewerage Department (DWSD) is responsible for providing high quality drinking water, but cannot 
control the variety of materials used in plumbing components. When your water has been sitting for several hours, you 
can minimize the potential for lead exposure by flushing your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using water for 
drinking or cooking. If you are concerned about lead in your water, you may wish to have your water tested. Information 
on lead in drinking water, testing methods, and steps you can take to minimize exposure is available from the Safe 
Drinking Water Hotline or at http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead.

What precautions should you consider? 
Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than is the general population. Immuno-
compromised persons such as persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ 
transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants can be particularly at 
risk from infections.  These people should seek advice about drinking water from their health care providers.  EPA/CDC 
guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium and other microbial contaminants are 
available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791).
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Springwells Water Treatment Plant 
2014 Regulated Detected Contaminants Tables



Important Notice Regarding Monitoring Requirements 
We are required to monitor your drinking water for specific contaminants on a quarterly basis. Results of such 
monitoring are an indicator of whether or not our drinking water meets health standards. Earlier this year, one quarterly 
test Disinfectants and Disinfection Byproducts (DDBP’s) that was scheduled to occur in February of 2015 actually occured 
on January 29, 2015. Because this test was not performed in February of 2015, we are required to notify you.

What happened? What is being done? Water samples taken on 01/29/2015, should have been taken during the 
calendar month of February, 2015. Even though the samples were taken a few days early, the samples taken on 
01/29/2015 and since then show that all results met acceptable limits.  Because of this procedural violation, we are 
required to notify you. We are making every effort to ensure that this does not happen again.

What should I do? There is nothing you need to do at this time. This is not an emergency. You do not need to boil water 
or use an alternative source of water at this time. Even though this is not an emergency, as our customers, you have a 
right to know what happened and what we did to correct the situation.

The table to the left lists the contaminants we tested for, how often we sample for these contaminants, the sample 
requirements and the date we collected follow-up samples.

Please share this information with all the other people who drink this water, especially those who may not have received 
this notice directly (for example, people in apartments, nursing homes, schools, and businesses). You can do this by 
posting this notice in a public place or distributing copies by hand or mail.

For more information, please contact Department of Public Works at (734) 354-3270 Ext. 3 or the Michigan Department 
of Environmental Quality at 586-753-3755.

This notice is being sent to you by Plymouth Township, Department of Public Works.

Future of Drinking Water Regulations
Currently Plymouth Township is participating in water quality studies as part of the third Unregulated Contaminant 
Monitoring Rule (UCMR 3).  Unregulated contaminants are those for which USEPA has not established drinking water 
standards.  Monitoring helps USEPA to 
determine where certain contaminants 
occur and whether it needs to regulate those 
contaminants.  We monitored for these 
contaminants and results of monitoring 
are available on request.  The results will 
be used by the EPA to help shape future 
drinking water regulations.

The results of our water tests are located in 
the table at right.  Information about UCMR 
3 or other drinking water regulations is 
available at the EPA website,  
www.water.epa.gov/drink.
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1 TTHM, also known as total trihalomethanes, are 
tested by collecting one sample and testing that 
sample for chloroform, bromodichloromethane, 
dibromochloromethane, and bromoform.

2 HAA5, also known as haloacetic acids, are tested 
by collecting one sample and testing that sample 
for monochloroacetic acid, dichloroacetic acid, 
trichloroacetic acid, monobromoacetic acid, and 
dibromoacetic acid.



PLYMOUTH TOWNSHIP SENDS OUT WATER QUALITY 

REPORT 
 The Plymouth Township Water and Sewer Department has sent out its 

annual drinking water quality report to consumers.   

 Among other things, the report discloses the amount of various 

materials in the water, including microbial and inorganic contaminants, and 

pesticides and herbicides. 

 The annual report has been required by law since the U.S. Congress 

passed the 1996 Safe Drinking Act Amendments. 

 Most of the Detroit metro area, including Plymouth Township, gets its 

drinking water from the Detroit River.  The Detroit Water and Sewerage 

Department operates the water treatment facilities and pumping stations that 

supply water to the township, which operates the pipeline infrastructure and 

acts as the retailer to area businesses and residents. 

 Residents or business owners who have not received the report or 

have further questions can contact the Plymouth Township Water and Sewer 

Department at (734) 354-3270.  

 

 

Delivered to Plymouth Observer for Publication 6/29/2015. 



2014 Water Quality Report Posting

Front Counter 10

Supervisor's Office 10

Clerk's Office 10

Plymouth Community Library 10

Plymouth-Canton School Board Building 10

Independence Village 10

Visteon, Helm Street 10

Herriman & Associates 10

Johnson Controls 10

Unisys 10

Delivered on 6/30/2015
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