
Environmental 
Stewardship 
Committee 
OCTOBER 17, 2017 



Vision 
  

 Our vision is to: 

  Secure a clean and safe environment for Plymouth Township 
residents 

  Align economic, social, and environmental investments and 
benefits   

  Inspire us to strive toward a sustainable community 

 

 

 

 The need to act to make cities greener is acknowledged on the global stage. Goal 11 of the United 
Nations Sustainable Development Goals is to “make cities inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable”. 

  



Proposal 

  

Create a Green City Action Plan to develop a more 
sustainable Plymouth Township.  

 

Work with the Township Board of Trustees, residents, 
businesses, and other organizations to set measurable 
and attainable targets to meet plan goals and foster a 
culture of sustainability within our community.     

 
 

 



Green City Overview 
  

 Step 1:  Assess Baseline  
Provide reference scenario; inform policy and strategic decision-making. 

 Step 2:  Create Action Plan  
Define priorities and action steps including time periods and targets.  

 Step 3:  Implement Action Plan  
Implement concrete tasks; allocating budget, time and staff; and monitoring 
progress toward targets. 

 Step 4:  Analyze Progress Toward Goals 
Analyze successes and failures of plan implementation to inform ongoing 
political decisions and inform stakeholders and the public on performance.  



Baseline 
 Identify Plymouth Township environmental sustainability 
challenges and opportunities, considering:  

  Budget priorities 

  Partnership opportunities (City of Plymouth?) 

  Community survey 

  Alignment with other initiatives 

  



Green City Action Plan 

 Define goals and objectives to achieve    community 
sustainability  

 Identify strategies for achieving objectives 

 Establish measurable targets and timelines 

 Prioritize activities based on baseline assessment 



Potential Topics 
 Green buildings  

 encourage energy efficiency 

 Green transportation  

 take steps to reduce driving, such as improving 
pedestrian walkways and bike paths 

 Clean water  

 increase water quality and reduce water consumption 
per capita 



Potential Topics 
 Waste reduction 

 increase recycling 

Urban nature 

 Ensure accessible parks and green/open space 

  Increase the number of trees and maintain tree canopy 

  Protect critical habitats from unsustainable 
development 



Green City Action Plan Example 
  



Potential Strategies 
 Education  
 Keep community informed of environmental issues 
 Website, newsletter, social media, “green fair” ideas and suggestions for 

a greener community by including articles in every township newsletter, 
creating an environmental page on the township website and provide a 
booth for representation at community events 

 Influence  
 Environmental Stewardship Committee participates in board 

meetings  and conducts outreach to community organizations to 
increase recycling, greenspace, tree management/planting, urban 
gardens, centralized composting 

 Alliances 
 City of Plymouth, schools and local environmental 

organizations 

  



Proposed Next Steps 

 Environmental Stewardship Committee assesses 
baseline and identifies township priorities to 
inform action plan development  

Environmental Stewardship Committee prepares 
Green City Action Plan with stakeholder input  

Board reviews plan and approves priorities 


